
 

Use an atlas to find maps of cities, 
states, countries, and/or continents. 

 



 

The contents come after the title page in a 
book. It lists, in order, the chapter number 

and or name, the page number, and 
sometimes the sub-headings found in that 
chapter. Contents can be found in both 

fiction and nonfiction books. 
 



 

Use a dictionary to check the spelling, 
pronunciation, or meaning of a word. It is in 
ABC order with guidewords at the top to help 

find your word. 
 



 

Use an encyclopedia to find a lot of 
information about a certain subject. They are 

set up in ABC order. An encyclopedia may 
be one book or a set of books. 



 

A glossary is just like a dictionary, except it is 
located in the back of a book. It is in ABC 
order and contains the words important to 

that text. 
 



 

An index is a list of words or phrases listed in ABC 
order, located at the back of a nonfiction book. The 

index will include the important names, places, 
events, and concepts (with their page number) that 

are important in the text. 



 

Use a thesaurus to find a  
synonym (word that means the same) or an  

antonym (word that is the opposite). 
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